Reading Assessment: Comprehending Information CLB 4

Name____________________
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Read the following article carefully.

Answer the questions about the article.

[image: image1.jpg]i





Small Talk


Small talk is everyday social conversation. Sometimes people make small talk with strangers, for example, at the bus stop, at the supermarket, or at the doctor’s office. Students make small talk with their classmates before class starts. People also make small talk at parties.


For some people, small talk is very easy, but other people get nervous. They don’t know what to say. Sports, TV programs, and movies are good topics for small talk. The weather is also a very good topic. People often begin a conversation with a statement about the weather. They say, for example, “It’s a beautiful day,” or, “It’s freezing today.”


Sometimes people don’t want to talk. Maybe they are busy, or they are not in the mood for a conversation. Before you begin a conversation, make eye contact with the person. Wait for the person to look at you and smile. The smile says, “It’s OK. Let’s talk.” Small talk is a good way to meet people and make friends.

Answer the following questions on the Small Talk article.

1. The main idea of the article is to : (Circle the letter of the right answer.)
a) Explain why small talk is easy
b) Explain about small talk

c) Explain why small talk is difficult

d) Explain why we need small talk

2. The word “nervous” in paragraph two means ________________________________________________________

3. What are TWO reasons why some people might not want to talk? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the first thing you should do if you want to make small talk with someone? ____________________________________________
5. Why is small talk good? __________________________________________
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	Real World Task:  Reading about Small Talk



	 

	
	Can’t do yet

(0)
	Can do frequently

(1)
	Can do most or all of the time

(2)

	Criteria of the task:
· Can read for the main idea (q. 1)*

· Can understand (or guess at) vocabulary (q. 2)

· Can read for important details (q. 3)*

· Can read for signal words between sentences (before) (q. 4)

· Can understand why small talk is good (q. 5)


	
	
	

	To be successful, student must get question with * correct

Total _______ / 10

Rating Scale:  0-4 – not working at this level yet     5 – beginning to work at this level

6 – developing    7 – satisfactory    8 -10 – more than satisfactory

	Comments:

	Teacher - Something you did  well:
	Teacher - Something to work on for next time:




