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Violence Against Women in Canada

On average, every six days a woman in Canada is killed by her intimate partner. 1

In 2020, 160 women and girls were killed by violence. This is an increase from 118 women 
and girls killed by violence in 2019. 1

In November 2019, an average of 620 women and children a day were turned away from 
domestic violence shelters across Canada. 4

It costs society $7.4 billion to deal with the aftermath of spousal 
violence that occurs in just one year.1 

The most common risk factor identified in cases of domestic homicide in Ontario is history 
of domestic violence. 2   95% of spousal homicide victims in Ontario are female. 3

Immigrant women may be more vulnerable to domestic violence due to economic 
dependence, language barriers, and a lack of awareness of available community resources. 1 

Arab (44%), Black (42%), and Latin American (47%) women are more likely to have 
experienced Intimate Partner Violence since the age of 15 when compared to the total 
visible minority population (29%) 5

One in four (26%) visible minority immigrant women in Canada 
experienced domestic violence in their lifetimes. 5 

One-quarter (25%) of visible minority women between the ages of  
15 and 24 experienced Intimate Patner Violence in the past 12 months 5 

Violence Against Women happens everywhere. For more resources on how 
men can play an active part to end this violence visit www.whiteribbon.ca
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